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In THE CHALLENGE, director Yuri Ancarani crosses the Persian Gulf to accompany a falconer to an
important competition. Among SUVs, Lamborghini, private jets and Mad Max-like dune bashing
contests, the film tells the story of an intense weekend in the desert.

SYNOPSIS
Falconry has a history that stretches back over 40 centuries. In the West it was a prevailing passion of
the medieval aristocracy, but its prestige continues undiminished in contemporary Arab culture. Three
years of observing this form of hunting in the field have made it possible to capture the spirit of a
tradition  that  today  allows  its  practitioners  to  keep  a  close  rapport  with  the  desert,  despite  their
predominantly urban lifestyle. Our guide to how they cross that threshold is a falconer taking his birds
to compete in a tournament in Qatar. In the glaring light of an empty landscape, following flight lines
and  lures,  the  film  recounts  a  strange  kind  of  “desert  weekend”,  in  which  technological  and
anthropological  microcosms hang in  the  air,  like  the falcon,  drifting on the irreversible  currents  of
images.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT
“The Challenge” is a complex film, even if its viewing is fluid and accessible. Getting to that desert is
simple, you take a flight, a guide, you go for a two or three hours tour, you ride a camel and then you
go back to the city. Stopping and looking carefully is almost impossible. I realised that the life in these
new metropolis like Dubai or Doha is for everyone, but not for Bedouins, who keep loving their desert
and need to live it fully and intensely. It is a matter of tradition.

YURI ANCARANI
Born in Ravenna in 1972, Yuri Ancarani is an Italian visual artist. His work has been acknowledged both
in the realms of cinema and of contemporary art. His last five films have been shown and awarded in
more than a hundred international festivals - including Locarno, Venice and Toronto - and in the most
important museums of the world, the Centre Pompidou in Paris, the Venice Biennale, the Guggenheim
Museum in New York and he recently had a solo show at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles.

SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPHY 
Séance | 2014, Documentary, Italy, 30’, Cinema du Réel
San Siro | 2014, Documentary, Italy, 26’, Locarno Film Festival
Da Vinci | 2012, Documentary, Italy, 25’, Festa del Cinema di Roma
Piattaforma Luna | 2011, Documentary, Italy, 25’, Mostra del Cinema di Venezia
Il Capo | 2010, Documentary, Italy, 15’, Mostra del Cinema di Venezia



FESTIVAL AND AWARDS
69th Locarno Film Festival | Filmmakers of the Present | Special Jury Prize Ciné+
Manaki Brothers – International Cinematographers' Film Festival
Festival International du Film de La Roche-Sur-Yon
Viennale – Vienna International Film Festival
Free Zone Film Festival
Sevilla Festival de Cine Europeo
La Mostra de Cine Baix – Mostra de Cinema Internacional del Baix Llobregat
IDFA – International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam
Festival Internacional de Cine de Mar del Plata
Torino Film Festival
Lo Schermo dell'Arte Film Festival
Muestra de Cine de Lanzarote
FCZ – Festival de Cine de Zaragoza
Dubai International Film Festival 
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DIRECTOR | Yuri Ancarani
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EDITOR | Yuri Ancarani
SOUNDTRACK | Lorenzo Senni, Francesco Fantini
SOUNDTRACK EXECUTIVE PRODUCER | Antonella Boccanelli Rodriguez
ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR | Caterina Viganò
PRODUCERS | Christophe Gougeon (Atopic), Fabrizio Polpettini & Pierre Malachin (La Bête), 
Tommaso Bertani (Ring Film) in association with Sébastien Andrès & Olivier Burlet (Michigan 
Films), Marco Alessi (Dugong Production), Abir & Mo Hashem (Solo Films).
IN ASSOCIATION WITH | Arte France, La Lucarne, Martine Saada, Fabrice Puchault, Alex Szalat
COMMISSIONING EDITOR | Luciano Rigolini
WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF | CNC- Centre National de la Cinématographie et del l'Image 
Animèe, Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali e del Turismo – Direzione Generale Cinema
AND THE SUPPORT OF | Region Ile-de-france, Procirep-Angoa, Centre d'arte Contemporain 
Genève, Beursschowburg Bruxelles, Biorem Engineering, Galleria Isabella Bortolozzi, Galleria Zero..
GRAPHIC CONCEPT | Apart Collective
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