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Tommaso is the story  
of an American artist living in 

Rome with his young European 
wife Nikki and their 3-year- 

old daughter, Dee Dee. A work 
concerning imagination.

Their relationship is in turmoil and Tommaso must 
come to terms with his wife’s desire to change the 
rules of their marriage. This change between Tommaso 
and his wife is set against his simple day to day 
life in Rome; as a student taking Italian classes, as 
a teacher working with young acting students, his 
dealings with the local markets and bars, and most 
importantly his relationship and the pure love he feels 
for his young daughter and she for him.

His artistic temper however brings another dynamic to 
the film. There is the world and the world that exists 
in Tomasso’s imagination, which especially concerns 
and impacts Nikki and the other women in his sphere 
of influence. He is a buddhist with active visions of 
the passion of the Christ as well as an ex-addict and 
alcoholic in active recovery, all in a city he calls home 
but is still foreign with the language and his ability to 
communicate a struggle. The drama builds from this 
idea of reality and imagination, and resolves in the 
discovery of what he and Nikki really want, need from 
and are capable of giving each other and their family.
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Having made over one hundred 
films in his legendary career, 
Willem Dafoe is internationally respected for bringing 
versatility, boldness, and dare to some of the most 
iconic films of our time. His artistic curiosity in 
exploring the human condition leads him to projects 
all over the world, large and small, Hollywood films as 
well as Independent cinema. 

Upcoming projects include Abel Ferrara’s 
Tommaso, Dee Rees’ The Last Thing He Wanted, 
Edward Norton’s Motherless Brooklyn, Robert Eggers’ 
The Lighthouse, and Ericson Core’s Togo. He recently 
completed lensing Wes Anderson’s The French 
Dispatch and Abel Ferrara’s Siberia.

Dafoe has been recognized with four Academy 
Award nominations: Best Actor in a Supporting Role 
for Platoon, Best Actor in a Supporting Role for 
Shadow Of The Vampire, for which he also received 
Golden Globe and Screen Actors Guild nominations, 
Best Actor in a Supporting Role for The Florida 
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Project, for which he also received Golden Globe and 
Screen Actors Guild nominations, and most recently, 
Best Leading Actor for At Eternity’s Gate, for which he 
also received a Golden Globe nomination. Among his 
other nominations and awards, he has received two Los 
Angeles Film Critics Awards, a New York Film Critics 
Circle Award, a National Board of Review Award, an 
Independent Spirit Award, Venice Film Festival Volpi 
Cup, as well as a Berlinale Honorary Golden Bear for 
Lifetime Achievement

Throughout his career, Dafoe has collaborated with 
directors who represent a virtual encyclopedia of modern 
cinema, coinciding with his natural  adventurousness 
which is evident in his diverse breadth of over 
one-hundred roles across film, theatre and television.

Dafoe is one of the founding members of The 
Wooster Group, the New York based experimental theatre 
collective. He created and performed in all of the 
group’s work from 1977 thru 2005, both in the U.S. and 
 internationally. Since then, he has also been seen in a 
range of domestic and international theatre productions.
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With a reputation as a director  
of controversial cinema, 
ABEL FERRARA moves into his fourth decade of 
filmmaking with continued work in the US as well as 
European projects. Recent successes include Pasolini, 
starring Willem Dafoe, and Welcome to NY, starring 
Gerard Depardieu and Jacqueline Bisset.

Born in the Bronx in 1951, Ferrara started on 
Super 8 in his teens in upstate New York with writers 
Nicholas St. John and John McIntyre. His first features 
were Driller Killer and Ms. 45 in the late 70s. The 
80s and 90s led to a cult reputation with legendary 
films like The King of New York, Bad Lieutenant, The 
Addiction and The Funeral. Ferrara just completed the 
principal photography of his next feature Siberia with 
Willem Dafoe.

2019 Tommaso
2019 The Projectionist (documentary)
2017 Piazza Vittorio (documentary)
2017 Alive in France (documentary)
2014 Pasolini
2014 Welcome to New York
2011 4:44 – Last Day on Earth
2009 Napoli, Napoli, Napoli
2008 Chelsea on the Rocks (documentary)
2007 Go Go Tales
2005 Mary
2001 R XMas
1998 New Rose Hotel
1997 The Blackout
1996 The Funeral
1995 The Addiction
1993 Dangerous Game
1993 Body Snatchers
1992 Bad Lieutenant
1990 The King of New York
1987 China Girl
1984 FEAR CITY
1981 Ms. 45
1979 DRILLER KILLER
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Willem Dafoe: Tommaso
Anna Ferrara: Deedee 
Cristina Chiriac: Nikki

Written and directed by Abel Ferrara
Director of photography Peter Zeitlinger bvk, asc
Music by Joe Delia 
Edited by Fabio Nunziata 
Producer Christos V. Kostantakopoulos, 
Laura Buffoni, Michael Weber, Simone Gattoni
Production company Faliro House, simila(r)
coproduced by Vivo Film
in association with Washington Square Films

Faliro house presents a simila(r) production Coproduced by Vivo Film in association with Washington Square   
WILLEM DAFOE in a film by ABEL FERRARA   

Director of Photography Peter Zeitlinger bvk, asc Music by Joe Delia  Edited by Fabio Nunziata  “TOMMASO”  Cristina Chiriac  Anna Ferrara
Executive producers Joshua Blum  Gianni Matera  Line producer Daniele Esposito First assistant director Giulio Donato Creative producer Jacopo Gonzales  

Production designer Tommaso Ortino  Art director Luigi Marchione Costume designer Maya Gili  Sound engineer Lavinia Burcheri Sound Editor Silvia Moraes 
coproduced by Michel Merkt  coproduced by Marta Donzelli and Gregorio Paonessa

produced by Christos V. Kostantakopoulos  Laura Buffoni  Michael Weber  Simone Gattoni  written and directed by Abel Ferrara
©all rights reserved Faliro House simila(r) Vivo Film Washington Square Films
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